


Dear VVS Families,

On behalf of our amazing faculty and staff, it is our pleasure to 

welcome you to the VVS School District for the 2022/2023 school 

year.  We would like to begin by welcoming families and students 

new to the VVS District. We look forward to partnering with you.  

We would like to also give a special thanks to our families for 

your resilience, flexibility, and patience as we rose above the 

many challenges that began in the spring of 2020. We walked 

away from this unprecedented period with many new and 

reimagined practices that elevated our work with students. The 

VVS community continues to come together in ways that reveal 

just who we are. For that, we cannot thank you enough!  

The 2022/2023 school year brings on new opportunities to better 

serve both students and families. By working in unison as one 

community, the VVS community, we will better realize the 

aspirations we have for our district. We will continue to provide a 

safe, caring, and supportive experience for all students and 

challenge our students in their academic pursuits.

Thank you again for all that you do for our students. We are here 

for you and will assist you in any way we can. We look forward to 

serving you. Please feel free to contact us with any concerns or 

questions.

Sincerely,

  

Principals’ Message

Carrie Hodkinson
VVS High School Acting Principal

VVS Middle School  Principal

Vince Pompo
W.A. Wettel Elementary Principal

Gary Bissaillon
J.D. George Elementary Principal

Elisabeth Relyea
E.A. McAllister Elementary Principal



CENTRAL OFFICE ADMINISTRATION
Martha Group Superintendent Ext. 7101

   Tamara Whooten Secretary 

Mark Wixson Assistant  Superintendent for Finance and Operations Ext. 7201

   Robyn Coufal Secretary 

Andy Brown Student Success Coordinator Ext. 7301

   Chris Breckenridge Secretary

Erin Scheemaker Director of Pupil Services and Personnel Development Ext. 7116

   April Sobieraj Secretary

Sondra Whalen Director of Student Programs and Communications Ext. 7105

   Chris Breckenridge Secretary

Laura Rouse Director of Curriculum Ext. 7305

   Sherri Froass Data Coordinator

Erin Sanchez Director of Physical Education & Athletics Ext. 7107

VERNON - W.A. Wettel Elementary School
4329 Peterboro Street, PO Box 990, Vernon, NY 13476-0990
Vince Pompo Principal Ext.1001
Tracy Killian Secretary Ext. 1001
Julie Snediker Clerk Ext. 1008
Kristine Cowles Nurse Ext. 1015

VERONA - J.D. George Elementary School
5647 E. Main Street, PO Box 108, Verona, NY 13478-0108
Gary Bissaillon Principal Ext.2001
Jacqui Cole Secretary Ext. 2001
Jessica Jones Clerk Ext. 2008
Jennifer Baker Nurse Ext. 2015

BOCES Special Education Program    (315) 361-5897
Amanda Hopkins Director for Special Education
Kelly Young Secretary

SHERRILL - E.A. McAllister Elementary School
217 Kinsley Street, Sherrill, NY 13461-110
Elisabeth Relyea Principal Ext.3001
Katherine McKenna Secretary Ext. 3001
Jill Evans Clerk Ext. 3008
Lindsey Hartnett Nurse Ext. 3015

VVS Middle School
5275 State Route 31, PO Box 128, Verona, NY 13478-0128
Carrie Hodkinson Principal Ext.4001
Heather Bauer Secretary Ext. 4001
Stacey Roberts Nurse Ext. 4015

BOCES Special Education Program    (315) 361-5960
Carla Fountain Coordinator of Special Programs
Tanya Burdick Secretary

VVS High School

5275 State Route 31, PO Box 128, Verona, NY 13478-0128

Carrie Hodkinson Acting Principal Ext.5008

Jill Collins Principal’s Secretary Ext. 5008

Erin Sanchez Dean of Students Ext. 5001

Deb Haeger Dean’s Secretary Ext. 5001

Andrea Buss Nurse Ext. 5015

District Special Education
5275 State Route 31, PO Box 128, Verona, NY 13478-0128

Patrick Goodman
Special Education 
Coordinator Ext. 7401

Kathy Hoch Secretary Ext. 7401

District Directory School Lunch Program
School lunches may be paid for daily or in advance 
(weekly or monthly). Please send the appropriate 
amount to the cafeteria cashier. 

Credit can only be granted on an emergency basis, 
and any bills are expected to be paid the next day. 
Free lunch and reduced price lunches are available. 
Applications to determine qualifications are 
available at the office and on Peachjar, 
ParentSquare, and the district website. Families 
can also visit MySchoolBucks.com  or email 
hackerman@vvsschools.org for an application.

Cafeteria
K-6 Lunch $1.90 Milk (all flavors) $0.75

7-12 Lunch $2.10 Breakfast $1.00

Snacks
Ice Cream $0.50-$1.50 Bagel (plain) $0.75

Fresh Fruit $0.75 Bagel w/ butter $0.75

Juice $0.75 Bagel w/ cream cheese $1.00

Yogurt $1.00 Other assorted snacks $0.50-$1

School Closing
It may be necessary to close schools due to severe 
weather or other emergency conditions. This 
decision is carefully made as early as possible in the 
morning. 
 

Information regarding closing is communicated via 
phone and posted on the district website, Facebook 
page, ParentSquare, and broadcast over the 
following TV stations. 

TV Stations

Channel 2 (WKTV)

Channel 3 (WSTM)

Channel 5 (WTVH)

Channel 9 (WSYR)

Channel 10 (Spectrum)

Please check these  
communications 
channels and refrain 
from calling the school 
for information during 
these emergency times. 
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September 2022

Events, dates, and times are subject to change

“Failure is success if we learn from it.” - Malcolm Forbes

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

PreK-12 
SUPERINTENDENT’S
CONFERENCE DAY
Schools Closed/Offices Open

Labor Day
Schools & Offices Closed

PreK-12 
SUPERINTENDENT’S
CONFERENCE DAY
Schools Closed/Offices Open

● Elementary Open Houses 
5:30-6:30

● MS/HS Open House 7-8

PreK-12 
Classes Begin
Full day for all students

● MS/HS Instrumental & 
Vocal Lessons Begin

● Sherrill PTSO Meeting 
6:30 PM Media Center

● Vernon PTSO Meeting
6 PM Media Center

● Verona PTO Meeting         
6 PM Media Center

● Elementary Music Lessons 
& Ensembles Begin

● Verona PTO Outdoor Movie 
Night 7 PM

● Last Day for High School 
Schedule Changes

National IT
Professionals Day

● Board of Education
Meeting 7 PM
MS/HS Media Center ● Sherrill School Pictures ● Verona School Pictures

● Verona Emergency 
Evacuation Drill



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

● FAFSA Opens 
(studentaid.gov)

School Custodian
Appreciation Day

● Sherrill PTSO Meeting
6:30 PM Media Center

● Verona PTO Meeting
6 PM Media Center

● Vernon Emergency 
Evacuation Drill

● MS Picture Day
● Sherrill Emergency 

Evacuation Drill
● HS College Admissions
    Q&A 6:30-7:30 PM Virtual

PreK-12 
SUPERINTENDENT’S
CONFERENCE DAY
Schools Closed/Offices Open

Columbus Day
Schools & Offices Closed

● Vernon PTSO Meeting
6 PM Media Center

● FFA Citrus Sale (ends 11/10)

● PSAT Admin. 8 AM HS
● High School Career Fair

12 PM
● HS Financial Aid 101   

6:30-7:30 PM Virtual
● Sherrill PTSO Fall Social 

5:30-8:30

National 
Boss’s Day

● FFA Citrus Sale (ends 11/10)

School Board 
Recognition
Week

PreK-8 ½ DAY
SUPERINTENDENT’S
CONFERENCE DAY
AM PreK Attend AM; No PM PreK
MS Dismissal 11:00 AM
Elem. Dismissal 12:00 NOON
● Band/Chorus/Orchestra 

Kick-Off Concert (HS)

PreK-12 ½ DAY
SUPERINTENDENT’S
CONFERENCE DAY
PM PreK Attend AM; No AM PreK
MS & HS Dismissal 11:00 AM
Elem. Dismissal 12:00 NOON

PreK-12 ½ DAY
SUPERINTENDENT’S
CONFERENCE DAY
AM PreK Attend AM; No PM PreK
MS & HS Dismissal 11:00 AM
Elem. Dismissal 12:00 NOON

● FFA Haunted Walk

● FFA Citrus Sale (ends 11/10)

● FFA Citrus Sale (ends 11/10)

● Board of Education 
Meeting 7 PM MS/                           
HS Media Center

● Verona PTO Fall Book Fair

Halloween ● Verona PTO Trunk or  
Treat 5-7 PM

● FAFSA Night 6:30-8 PM 
HS Media Center

● Vernon School Pictures
● Sherrill PTSO Boo Bingo 

6:30 - 8 PM

● All County 7-12 
Band/Orchestra Auditions 
Madison Schools
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“Teaching kids to count is fine, but teaching them what counts is best.” ~ Bob Talbert



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

● Sherrill School Picture 
Retakes

● FFA Citrus Sale (ends 11/10)

● Verona Hour w/the     
Supt. 5 PM Media Center

● Verona PTO Meeting
6 PM Media Center

● HS ASVAB 8 AM

● Verona School Picture 
Retakes

● Vernon Musical

● FFA Citrus Sale (ends 11/10)

● Sherrill Hour w/                     
the Supt. 5:30 PM        
Media Center

● Sherrill PTSO Meeting 
6:30 PM Media Center

● Sherrill PTSO Wreath/ 
Poinsettia Sale (ends 11/14)

● Vernon Hour w/ the    
Supt. 5 PM Media Center

● Vernon PTSO Meeting
6 PM Media Center ● Marking Period 1 Ends

Veteran’s Day
Schools & Offices Closed

● JV/V Winter Sports Begin
● Sherrill PTSO Wreath & 

Poinsettia Sale ends

Education 
Support 
Professionals Day

● MS Picture Retakes & 
Group Photos

● Area All State Little Falls
● Sherrill PTSO Movie Night 

6-8 PM
● MS Musical 7 PM HS Aud.

● Area All State Little Falls
● MS Musical 2 PM 

HS Auditorium 

Schools Closed/Offices Open

Thanksgiving 
Day

Schools & Offices Closed

● Board of Education 
Meeting 7 PM MS/HS 
Media Center
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November 2022

“The art of teaching is the art of assisting discovery.” ~ Mark Van Doren

THANKSGIVING RECESS



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

● NYSSMA Conference 
All-State Rochester 

● Vernon School Picture 
Retakes

● NYSSMA Conference 
All-State Rochester

● Sherrill PTSO Meeting
6:30 PM Media Center

● Vernon PTSO Meeting
6 PM Media Center

● Vernon Winter Concert 
6:30 PM HS Auditorium

● Verona PTO Meeting
6 PM Media Center

● Verona Winter Concert 
6:30 PM HS Auditorium ● College Applications Due

● Secondary Small                  
Ensemble Concert
7 PM Auditorium 

● Sherrill Winter Concert 
6:30 PM HS Auditorium

● FFA Citrus Pick-Up

● Elementary Concert 
Makeup Date

● 7-12 Band/Orchestra 
Concert 7 PM Auditorium 

● Board of Education 
Meeting 7 PM MS/HS 
Media Center

● 7-12 Choral Concert
7 PM Auditorium

● 7-12 Concert Makeup            
Date Schools & Offices Closed

Christmas Eve

Christmas 
Day

Schools & Offices Closed Schools Closed/Offices Open

New Year’s Eve
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December 2022

“The road to success is always under construction.” ~ Author Unknown

WINTER RECESS (12/23/22 - 1/2/23)

WINTER RECESS 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

New Year’s Day

Schools & Offices Closed ● Classes Resume
● Verona PTO Meeting

6 PM Media Center
● Junior Parent Planning 

Session 6:30 PM Virtual

● Sherrill PTSO Meeting 
6:30 PM Media Center

● Vernon PTSO Meeting
6 PM Media Center

● Sherrill PTSO Movie Night 
6-8 PM

Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day
Schools & Offices Closed

● All-County Winter Festival 
(MS/HS Band & Strings, 
Elementary Chorus) 
Chittenango 

● Board of Education 
Meeting 7 PM MS/HS 
Media Center

Regents Exams

● Marking Period                          
2 Ends

 

PreK-12 ½ DAY
SUPERINTENDENT’S
CONFERENCE DAY
PM PreK Attend AM; No AM PreK
MS & HS Dismissal 11:00 AM
Elem. Dismissal 12:00 NOON

● All County 7-12 Auditions 
Madison

5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

1 2 3 4

January 2023

“Nothing is impossible. The word itself says I’m possible.” ~ Audrey Hepburn

WINTER RECESS 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

● Verona PTO Meeting
6 PM Media Center

Groundhog Day

● Sherrill PTSO Meeting 
6:30 PM Media Center

● Vernon PTSO Meeting
6 PM Media Center

● HS Junior Scholarships 
Posted in Class of 2024 
Google Classroom

Valentine’s Day

● Sherrill PTSO Gertrude 
Hawk Sale (ends 2/28)

Presidents Day

● Sherrill PTSO Gertrude 
Hawk Sale (ends 2/28)

Schools & Offices Closed Schools Closed/Offices Open

School Bus 
Driver 
Appreciation Day

● Classes Resume
● Board of Education 

Meeting 7 PM MS/HS 
Media Center

● Sherrill PTSO Gertrude 
Hawk Sale (ends 2/28)
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February 2023

“If opportunity doesn’t knock, build a door.” ~ Milton Berle

MID-WINTER RECESS



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

● Verona PTO Meeting
6 PM Media Center

Maintenance 
Worker 
Appreciation Day

National School
Social Worker Week

● Sherrill PTSO Meeting 
6:30 PM Media Center

● Vernon PTSO Meeting
6 PM Media Center

● Junior Scholarships Due
● Sherrill PTSO Bowling 

Night 6-8 PM CAC
● HS Musical 7 PM 

Auditorium 
● HS Musical                       

2 & 7 PM Auditorium

● JV/V Spring Sports Begin

St. Patrick’s Day

● All County Spring    
Festival Canastota

● PreK/K Registration
PreK-12 
SUPT. CONFERENCE DAY
Schools Closed/Offices Open

● All County Spring Festival 
Canastota

● Modified Spring Sports 
Begin ● FFA Maple Weekend

● FFA Maple Weekend

● Board of Education 
Meeting 7 PM MS/HS 
Media Center

● District Band Night      
6:30 PM HS Auditorium

● District Band Night 
Makeup Date
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“Alone we are smart. Together we are brilliant.” ~ Steven Anderson



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

April Fool’s Day

● Local Senior Scholarships 
Posted in Class of 2023 
Google Classroom

● Sherrill PTSO Meeting 
6:30 PM Media Center

School Librarian
Appreciation Day

● Vernon PTSO Meeting
6 PM Media Center

● Verona PTO Meeting
6 PM Media Center

● Prowda Scholarship 
Auditions 2:30 PM 
HS Auditorium 

Paraprofessional
Appreciation Day

● Marking Period 3 Ends

Good Friday

Schools & Offices Closed

Easter Sunday

Schools Closed/Offices Open

● Classes Resume

● Board of Education 
Meeting, 7 PM, MS/HS 
Media Center

● Sherrill PTSO Flower & 
Plant Sale (ends 4/28)

● Grades 3-8 ELA Exam

● Sherrill PTSO Flower & 
Plant Sale (ends 4/28)

Administrative
Professional Day

● Vernon Beginner Concert 
6:30 PM HS Auditorium 

● Senior Scholarships Due
● Sherrill PTSO Spring Fling 

5:30-8:30 PM
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“Teaching is only demonstrating that it is possible. Learning is making it possible for yourself.” ~ Paulo Coelho

SPRING RECESS

SPRING RECESS



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
 

School Principals’
Day

● AP Chemistry Exam 12 PM
● Sherrill Hour w/the Supt. 

5:30 PM Media Center
● Sherrill PTSO Meeting 

6:30 PM Media Center ● Grades 3-8 Math Exam

● Verona Hour w/ the               
Supt. 5 PM Media Center

● Verona PTO Meeting
6 PM Media Center

● AP English Exam 8 AM
● Sherrill Beginner Concert 

6:30 PM HS Auditorium

School Lunch Hero 
Day

● AP Art 2D & Design & 
Drawing Due

● AP European History Exam 
8 AM

● AP US History Exam 8 AM

Mother’s Day

● AP Calculus Exam 8 AM
● Sherrill PTSO Flower 

Pick-up Dates (ends 5/14)

  

● Vernon Hour w/                      
the Superintendent
5 PM Media Center

● Vernon PTSO Meeting            
6 PM Media Center

● Verona Beginner Concert 
6:30 PM Auditorium 

● AP Biology Exam 12 PM
● HS Band & Jazz Band 

Spring Concert 7:30 PM 
Auditorium 

School Nurse Day

● AP Physics Exam 12 PM
● Level 1-6 NYSSMA Solo 

Festival CVA

● Sherrill PTSO Flower 
Pick-up Ends

● District Art Show
6-8 PM Sheveron

● Vernon Spring Concert
6:30 PM Auditorium

● Budget Vote & School 
Board Election 12-9 PM

● Board of Education 
Meeting 7 PM MS/HS 
Media Center

● HS Underclass Awards 
Ceremony 1 PM

PreK-12 ½ DAY
SUPERINTENDENT’S
CONFERENCE DAY
AM PreK Attend AM; No PM PreK
MS & HS Dismissal 11:00 AM
Elem. Dismissal 12:00 NOON

● Verona PTO BOGO Book 
Fair

● Sherrill PTSO Plant  
Pickup Dates (ends 5/31)

● Sherrill Spring Concert
6:30 PM HS Auditorium

● Verona Spring Concert 
6:30 PM HS Auditorium 

● Verona PTO Touch A  
Truck 5-7 PM

● Sherrill PTSO Plant  
Pickup Dates (ends 5/31)

● HS Band in 
Memorial Day Parades                        
7:30 AM - 1:30 PM

Memorial Day
Schools & Offices Closed

Reminder:

May 16th
School Budget Vote & Board Election

Vernon Town Hall  -  Verona Fire Station  -  Sherrill Court Facility
12 noon - 9 pm

4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

1 2 3May 

“Don’t put a limit on anything. The more you dream, the farther you get.” ~ Michael Phelps



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

● Senior Awards Ceremony 
6:30 PM Auditorium 

● Sherrill PTSO Meeting 
6:30 PM Media Center

● Vernon PTSO Meeting
6 PM Media Center

● HS Orchestra Spring 
Concert 7 PM Auditorium 

● Verona PTO Meeting
6 PM Media Center

● HS Chorus Spring Concert 
7 PM Auditorium

● MS Student of the Month 
Picnic Verona Beach

● MS Spring Concert
7 PM HS Auditorium 

● Secondary Music    
Lessons End

● FFA Banquet
● MS 8th Grade Night 

7-9:30 PM Gymnasium 
● HS Band in Verona Field 

Days Parade 4:45-7 PM

● HS Band Banquet 6 PM

Flag Day

Regents Exams

● Verona 6th Grade 
Graduation

● Verona Kindergarten 
Graduation

● Sherrill Kindergarten 
Recognition 

● Elem. Music Lessons End
● Sherrill PTSO Water Day
● Vernon Kindergarten 

Graduation

Father’s Day

Juneteenth
Schools & Offices Closed

Regents Exams
● Sherrill 6th Grade Grad. 
● Vernon Grade 1-5 Awards
● MS Water Safari Trip 
● Board of Ed. Meeting 7 PM 

MS/HS Media Center
● Vernon 6th Grade 

Graduation 

● Marking Period 4 ends
● HS Mandatory Graduation 

Rehearsal 9 AM
● Regents Rating Day
● Graduation 6 PM 

● Summer LEAP (tentative)
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“Learning is a treasure that will follow its owner everywhere.” ~ Chinese Proverb



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

● Summer LEAP (tentative)

Independence Day

● Summer LEAP (tentative)

● Summer LEAP (tentative)

● Summer LEAP (tentative)

● Summer LEAP (tentative)
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July 2023

“Nine-tenths of education is encouragement.” ~ Anatole France

8



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

● Camp Invention/Invention 
Project (tentative)
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“The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” ~ Eleanor Roosevelt
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District Goals
1. The VVS District and community will collaborate 

to identify student needs and provide diverse 
pathways that engage and encourage all students 
to build skills for future learning, careers, and 
success in life. 

2. The VVS District and community will collaborate 
to provide a safe, supportive learning environment 
to empower students to take risks, demonstrate 
growth, learn from their experiences, appreciate 
diversity, build positive relationships, develop 
civic-mindedness, have confidence, and feel 
valued. 

3. The VVS District and community will work 
together to support the learning and 
social-emotional needs of all students through the 
effective use and distribution of the resources 
necessary to maximize student learning and 
development. 

District Belief Statements
1. We believe all students should be challenged with 

academic rigor, provided individualized support 
through family-school-community collaboration, 
and empowered to explore opportunities that 
prepare them for success in future learning, career, 
and life.

2. We value and support each student and their 
contribution to the school community and the world 
by purposefully celebrating diversity, fostering a 
sense of belonging, and inspiring authentic 
engagement. 

3. We believe students are best prepared for success in 
future learning, career, and life when educational 
experiences cultivate teamwork, perseverance, 
adaptability, resourcefulness, and a positive 
attitude.

4. We believe optimal learning occurs in a safe and 
supportive environment that values and nurtures 
character, integrity, responsibility and respect for 
self and others.

District Vision
The Vernon Verona Sherrill School District aspires to 

be valued for compassionate service and 
responsiveness to all members of our community.

District Mission
The mission of the Vernon Verona Sherrill School 
District is to nurture curiosity, support students’ 

social-emotional well-being and academic growth, 
and prepare them to embrace challenges, learning 

opportunities, diversity, and civic responsibility for 
success in their future endeavors.

Board of Education

Thomas Moats             
President

Steve Adamkowski            
Vice President

Steve Adams

Jenna Boice

Christopher Brewer

Matthew Cole

Samantha Netzband

Melissa Palmer

Ann Pangburn

Martha Group  
Superintendent

Vernon Verona Sherrill
CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

VVS - It’s a great place to learn, to w k, and to live!


